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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims 

1.-13. (cancelled) 

14. (prevkmsly presented) A method of franking and processing deliveries, 
comprising the steps of: 

- receiving at a dispatch service a franking request from a customer 
relating to an anticipated delivery from die customer to a recipient, said 
request comprising delivery data including an address of the recipient of the 
delivery; 

- generating a franking number for said delivery in association with said 
delivery data; 

- storing said franking number and said associated delivery data in a 
database; 

- assigning a validity time period to said franking number; 

- transferring said franking number from the dispatch service to the 
customer for application by the customer in human readable form to the 
delivery so that the delivery to be transported by the dispatch service carries 
said franking number and said recipient address; 

- reading a recipient address on said delivery; 

- reading the franking number on said delivery; 

. accessing said delivery data in said database using said read franking 
number, and 

- determining whether the read recipient address on said delivery 
corresponds to said delivery data associated with said read franking number. 

0 

15. (previously presented) The method according to claim 14, further 
comprising the steps of: 

- if a corresponding valid entry is determined in said database, further 
processing said delivery and marking said entry as invalid; and 
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- if no corresponding entry is found in the database, rejecting said 
delivery. 

■ 16. (previously presented) The method according to claim 15, wherein said 
step of receiving further comprises the step of receiving payment means data and 
further comprising the step of verifying said payment means. 

17. (cancelled) 

18. (previously presented) The method according to claim 14, wherein said 
franking number comprising a select number of alphanumeric characters. 

19. (previously presented) The method according to claim 18, wherein an 
initial alphanumeric character is a franking symbol. 

20. (cancelled) 

21. (previously presented) The method according to claim 14, further 
comprising the step of applying a machine readable code to said delivery if said 
franking number and delivery data are located within said database. 

22. (previously presented) The method according to claim 14, further 
comprising the step of validating said address of said recipient of the delivery. 

23. (previously presented) The method according to claim 22, wherein said 
step of validating further comprises the steps of: 

- consulting an address for forwarding database; 

- finding a match between said address of said recipient of the delivery 
and said address for forwarding; and 

- if a match is found, substituting, a forwarding address for said address 
of said recipient 
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24. (previously presented) The method according to claim 23, further 
comprising the step of informing said customer of said forwarding address if a match 
is found. 

25. (previously presented) The method according to claim 22, wherein said 
step of validating further comprises the steps of: 

- determining if said address of said recipient is formatted for optical 
character recognition; and 

- informing said customer if said address of said recipient is not 
formatted for optical character recognition and how said address could be 
formatted for optical character recognition. 

26. (previously presented) The method according to claim 14, further 
comprising the step of recording franking costs, 

27. (previously presented) The method according to claim 14, further 
comprising the step of tracking said delivery through said mail stream via said 
franking number. 

28. (previously presented) The method according to claim 15, further 
comprising the step of tracking said delivery through said mail stream via said 
franking number. 

29. (previously presented) The method according to claim 27, further 
comprising the steps of: 

- determining a cost for said delivery based at least upon said delivery's 
travel through said mail stream; and 

- charging said cost to said customer. 

30. (previously presented) The method according to claim 29, wherein said 
step of determining a cost further comprises the step of determining a cost based upon 
at least one of weight, size and class of service of said delivery. 
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31.-41. (cancelled) 

42. (new) A method of franking and processing deliveries, comprising the 
steps of; 

receiving at a dispatch service a franking request from a customer 
relating to an anticipated delivery from the customer to a recipient, said 
request comprising delivery data including an address of the recipient of the 
delivery; 

generating a franking number for said delivery in association with said 
delivery data; 

storing said franking number and said associated delivery data in a 
database; 

assigning a validity time period to said franking number; 

transferring said franking number from the dispatch service to the 
customer for application by the customer in human readable form to the 
delivery so that the delivery to be transported by the dispatch service carries 
said franking number and said recipient address; 

reading a recipient address on said delivery; 

reading the franking number on said delivery; 

accessing said delivery data in said database using said read franking 
number; 

determining whether the read recipient address on said delivery 
corresponds to said delivery data associated with said read franking number; 

if the read recipient address on said delivery corresponds to said delivery 
data associated with said read franking number, 

further processing said delivery, and 

marking an entry comprising said delivery data associated 
with said franking number as invalid; and 
if no entry corresponding to said delivery data associated with said 
franking number is found in the database, rejecting said delivery. 
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